Lupus glomerulonephritis with thrombotic microangiopathy.
Well-documented cases of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) with thrombotic microangiopathy (TMA) are rare. Renal biopsy in a 25-year-old woman with SLE who was in renal failure demonstrated proliferative lupus glomerulonephritis with arteriolar thrombosis and the arterial intimal changes of TMA. No staining of vessels for immunoglobulins or complement was found by direct immunofluorescence. Fibrillar and flocculent deposits were seen in the widened and rarefied subendothelial space in a small artery and two glomeruli, one of which also contained electron-dense deposits. The vascular findings, which are those of TMA, are distinct from the immune complex vasculopathy of SLE.